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51 Must-See Scenic Highlights of New Zealand 
 

New Zealand is a country known for its stunning scenery, lovely lakes and majestic 

mountains. 

 
As the newest country on earth, much ƻŦ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ǳƴǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ and 
untamed, with natural beauty found around practically every corner. 
 
Read on and discover the must-see scenic highlights of New Zealand and start planning the 
adventure of a lifetime today! 
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North Island - Auckland 
 

 
 
1. Rotorua's Blue and Green Lakes 
The Rotorua region is comprised of 16 lakes, each boasting unique beauty and wonder. 
aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƪŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ŦƻǊ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƻǘƘŜǊƳŀƭΣ volcanic activity that 
usually draws in the tourists. 
 
Pass through the historic town of Matamata and you will uncover the world of the hobbits. 
The Mamuka district will also be a scenic highlight, with interesting volcanic terrain 
dominating the distant landscapes here. 
Distance: 230 KM 
 
2. Mission Bay 
Just a short drive from Auckland city, Mission Bay is an ideal destination for those looking 
for a stunning beach, with rich history and an impressive array of trendy restaurants and 
cafes. Enjoy the pure white sand of the beach and its idyllic surroundings as you stroll along 
ǘƘŜ ǘǳǊǉǳƻƛǎŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΩǎ ŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ sunshine and warmth of the sun. 
Distance: 7.9 KM 
 
3. New Plymouth 
The drive from Auckland to New Plymouth will take you through some lovely scenic towns 
and the last stretch of coastline is sure to be a highlight.  Upon arrival in New Plymouth 
discover a lovely seaside town that is overflowing with beautiful things to see and 
experience. Mount Taranaki is close by, and is a truly incredibly sight, especially at sunset. 
Distance: 359 KM 
 
4. Coromandel Peninsula 
The drive from Auckland to the Coromandel Peninsula 
will take you past the Miranda Hot Springs and through 
the beautiful Coromandel Forest Park.  
 
The Coromandel Peninsula is world renowned for its 
natural beauty and boasts many natural hideaways, 
pockets of pristine forest and stunning golden beaches. 
Distance: 148 KM 
 
 
 

Coromandel Peninsula 
















